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10th March 20156 
 

 
Dear Mr Murdoch 
 
The Daniel Morgan Independent Panel and News UK 
 
I write on behalf of my family in connection with the murder of my brother Daniel Morgan 
on 10th March 1987. 
 
I am sure you will be aware of the history of this matter culminating in the decision by the 
Home Secretary in May 2013 to appoint an independent panel to look into the many 
questions arising from the murder. 
 
To remind you, Daniel was a private investigator who was brutally axed to death in the car 
park of a pub in south-east London. Despite five police investigations, nobody has ever 
stood trial for his murder. In March 2011, the prosecution of five men, including a former 
police officer, collapsed at the Old Bailey after police failures in the disclosure of evidence. 
Following the collapse of the prosecution, the Metropolitan Police admitted that the first 
inquiry into Daniel’s murder had been “tainted by police corruption”, and that they were 
responsible for a repeated failure to confront that corruption over the subsequent decades. 
We have reason to believe that the police criminality in and around the murder extends to 
the highest echelon of the Metropolitan Police. 
 
You will also be aware of evidence that emerged during the Leveson Inquiry concerning 
surveillance that was carried out by employees of News International in July 2002 on the 
police officer responsible for the fourth investigation into Daniel’s murder. We understand 
that several NI employees were involved in setting up this surveillance, two of whom (Glenn 
Mulcaire and Greg Miskiw) have since been convicted of unrelated criminal offences.  
Understandably, we find it difficult to believe the reasons put forward by NI at the Leveson 
Inquiry for this surveillance – namely that the police officer was suspected of having an 
affair with a Crimewatch presenter with whom he had appeared on the programme to 
provide details of the case. My understanding is that a simple Google search would have 
revealed that he had been married to the woman concerned for several years and they had 
two children together. 
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I’m quite sure too that you’re aware of the long-standing commercial relationships between 
persons suspected of my brother’s murder and the persons involved in setting up the 
surveillance as named above as well as three other senior NI executives: Andy Coulson, Alex 
Marunchak and Mazher Mahmood.  
 
In all the circumstances – including the corruption at the heart of the first investigation into 
my brother’s murder as admitted by the Metropolitan Police – you must understand that 
the activities of these NI journalists and executives have caused us enormous concern. This 
has been exacerbated as we have learned about their close links with senior police officers 
overseeing investigations into Daniel’s murder.  
 
The work of the Daniel Morgan Independent Panel is almost entirely dependent on 
disclosure and I am appealing to you today – on the 28th anniversary of my brother’s murder 
– to ensure that News Corporation discloses all relevant material in confidence to the Panel. 
 
Daniel’s murder, the police corruption and the ensuing years of failed investigations have 
been agony for the whole family. Daniel’s children have grown up without a father and my 
mother is now 86 years old. We need to know the truth about what happened to Daniel and 
why. You are in a unique position to help us finally lay Daniel to rest. 
 
We feel that information released should include: 

 News International emails deleted in 2010, but reconstructed in 7 'datapools' by the 
software company Stroz Freidberg, and available for search on the Nomad system; 

 Any relevant News International paperwork, formerly stored at the Crown archives; 
and 

 The results of any internal investigations, such as the interviews carried out by lawyers 
from Linklaters in 2011-2012. 

 
Finally, I would also ask you to urge any of your employees or former employees who have 
information about the murder or activities of Southern Investigations to contact the panel.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you with your positive response to this letter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Alastair Morgan 


